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May 30th, 2020 
Greetings, Calvary Restoration! 
Your pastor-elders are praying for you and working hard on next steps for our 
church. Thank you for your flexibility, dedication, and heart for the Lord! 

On April 5th, Calvary Restoration moved our worship services online to the 
program Zoom. Starting June 14th, we will offer two options for Sunday 
worship: 1) Zoom from home, 2) House churches. These house churches will 
gather in groups of ~10 people and watch the Zoom service together. We are asking 
everyone in our church to signup according to their preferred level of safety. 

This is a difficult decision with many nuances. For this reason, our plan is 
explained in the following three sections: 

1. Our Values. 
2. House Church Plan 
3. Safety Considerations 

1. Our Values 

We want to share what’s on the pastor-elder's minds and hearts as we wrestle 
through what’s best for our church. These are key values guiding our decision to 
host worship on Zoom and our decision to include house churches in the near 
future. 

I. Glorifying God and Obedience to Scripture 
A. Calvary Restoration seeks to Glorify God by Making Joyful, Passionate 

Disciples of Jesus Christ. We live out the commands of Scripture through 
our four Core Commitments: Worship God Passionately, Connect with One 
Another Authentically, Grow to Know God Deeply, and Go Show and Tell 
the Gospel Boldly. 

B. The Bible commands the local church to regularly meet together for 
worship through song, prayer, preaching of the Word, and the Lord’s 
Supper (1 Cor. 14:26; Heb. 10:24-25). This is why we moved our Sunday 
Worship Services online to the program Zoom. Zoom allows us to “gather” 
virtually and Worship God Passionately together. Preaching the Word 
convicts our hearts, builds community, and aligns our vision and values as a 
church. We’ve added weekly testimonies to praise God for His 
workmanship, and to help us know one another better. 
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C. Life Groups have continued to meet weekly on Zoom, serving as a place to 
Connect Authentically and Grow to Know God Deeply. 

D. We started an Encouragement Fund to Go into Aurora by recognizing, 
thanking, and supporting those serving our community. 

E. “Is God testing us?” - “Is COVID-19 a test from God to see if we have the 
courage to meet on Sunday morning as usual?” We disagree with that idea. 
We ask the opposite question; “Will you worship God, even when it’s 
awkward?” Will you still worship God when the church building is taken 
away? Will you sing loudly when the music is through a computer screen? 
Will you prioritize church when there’s no Children’s Ministry and kids are 
running around your living room? Will you prioritize God even when fun 
and familiar parts of church are absent?” 

F. Even though worship via Zoom is less than ideal, it’s been a faith-testing 
and faith-growing experience for us as a church. It’s raised our 
intentionality and solidarity. We’ve heard God’s Word speak directly into 
our times of hardship. Praise God! 

II. Humility and Responsibility 
A. We’ve all heard “these are unprecedented times” ad nauseam. That’s 

because it’s true! People are still learning about how easily COVID-19 
spreads, who is most vulnerable, and best treatment practices. What we 
knew in February was very different from what we know in May. 
Colorado’s restrictions of “10 people indoors maximum” or “25 people 
outdoors maximum” are essentially experiments based on current 
information. We have the humility to admit, “We don’t know the 
unknown!” 

B. The pastor-elders at Calvary Restoration function as a team. We've taken 
time to think, pray, research, and discuss throughout this pandemic. We 
know this means a slower decision process. We want to listen to the Holy 
Spirit and avoid reactionary decisions motivated by fear or boredom. 

C. We don’t want to make decisions to appease people or win public approval. 
Our elders have never discussed “what would the media think?” Our 
primary concern is what’s best for our church and our community. We want 
Christ to be the center of our motivations and reputation, not making a 
political statement. 

III. Shepherding the Flock in Christlike Love 
A. “What’s best for the entire body, including the weakest and most 

vulnerable?” - The news and social media have a myopic focus on when 
“churches can re-open” and resume Sunday services “as usual.” We believe 
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this debate wrongly places the emphasis on the individual’s “right” to 
worship, rather than laying down our individual rights and doing what’s 
best for the church as a whole. Sometimes this means laying down our 
preferences, or even our rights, in love for others (Romans 14:13-15; 1 Cor 
8, 9:12, 10:23-24; Phil 2:3-4).  
 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 
interests, but also to the interests of others” (Phil. 2:3-4)  
 
“Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ” (1 
Cor. 9:12). 

B. There are a number of people in our church considered “At-Risk” for 
COVID-19. Moving our worship services online allows everyone in our 
church to participate. We’ve actually seen an increase in church 
participation as singles, couples, and families are able to join us on Sunday 
mornings. If we found a legal loophole that allows a dozen healthy people 
to worship in our church building while fifty people sit at home, that is not 
a win! We are not going to leave the “At Risk” members of our 
congregation behind. We are all in this together! 

C. Shepherding children and families: The government and CDC instruct 
groups (including children) not to intermingle, touch, or play together. This 
means no Nursery, Littles, or Learners classrooms. Meeting at our church 
building without Kids Ministry places a large burden on families to keep 
children with them the entire service and prevent kids from playing with 
one another. This is another reason we’ve chosen to utilize Zoom and house 
churches. 

D. House churches (and Zoom from home) allow people to gather according to 
their specific needs and exposure level while minimizing risk to the whole 
church body. (More details below in section 2). 

IV. Submitting to Governing Authority 
A. Scripture commands believers to submit to our governing authorities (Rom.

13:1-7; Tit. 3:1-2; 1 Pet. 2:13-25). There are times to disobey the 
government, particularly in times of gross injustice or commands to silence 
our Christian witness (Acts 4:18-20). Our pastor-elders do not believe 
COVID-19 has reached a point requiring Christian civil disobedience. It’s 
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best to cooperate with the legal commands and recommended guidelines at 
this time. 

B. There is a difference between what is legally enforced and what is strongly 
recommended. For example, it’s not against the law for a family to visit the 
Cherry Creek Reservoir without sunscreen, but sunscreen is strongly 
recommended to prevent sunburns. A wise parent applies sunscreen because 
that’s what’s best for the child, not because of a law. In the same way, the 
Bible says church leaders must have “parental wisdom” to shepherd the 
flock (1 Tim. 3:4-5). Our state and the CDC have shared strong 
recommendations for our health and safety. It’s unwise for church leaders to 
disregard those recommendations and parental wisdom simply because “it’s 
not legally enforced.” We care about the spiritual and physical health of our 
church. 

C. Governor Polis and the Tri-County Health Department asked us to “do our 
best to flatten the curve,” slowing the spread of COVID-19 so that hospitals 
aren’t overwhelmed with too many patients at once. There are churches 
who have defied these kinds of state orders; hosting worship services, choir 
rehearsals, funerals and potlucks. In Washington State, one person with 
initial “cold-like symptoms” (later revealed to be COVID-19) attended a 
choir practice of 61 people. This resulted in 53 people becoming ill, 3 
hospitalizations, and 2 deaths. In a gathering similar to Calvary 
Restoration’s size, it’s possible for one person to spread COVID-19 to the 
entire group. 

D. As we move to a house church phase, please keep the state and county 
guidelines in mind. 

To summarize: parental wisdom, the advice of healthcare professionals in our 
church, and guidance from our governing authorities, all include reasons why it’s 
unsafe and unwise to meet as a large group of 50+ people on a Sunday morning. 
Furthermore, love for the most-vulnerable compels us to seek creative, unifying 
solutions. This is why Calvary Restoration is choosing to explore combining Zoom 
with a house church model. 

2. House Church Plan 

As we enter this next phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, our aim is for every 
member of Calvary Restoration to worship, connect, grow, and go together as one 
body. 
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Remember the board-game “Chutes and Ladders?" Sometimes you climb up a 
ladder to a higher level, and sometimes a chute slides you down to a lower level. 
Chutes and Ladders is an apt metaphor for this pandemic. We hope to climb 
ladders and progress through phases, but we may learn new information and need 
to slide back down to a previous safety level. Please be patient and prayerful as we 
do our best to shepherd the spiritual and physical health of our church. 

Sunday, June 14th 2020 onward: 
Calvary Restoration Church will offer two options: 
1. Attend church online via Zoom. 

• Zoom is a way for us to virtually gather for worship every Sunday morning. If 
you are “at-risk” for COVID-19, or uncomfortable meeting in person on 
Sunday morning, we encourage you to worship via Zoom. We invite you to 
stay for discussion time after the service! 

2. Attend a house church, guided through Zoom. 
• Groups of approximately 10 people will gather in homes on Sunday mornings 

(10am) and participate in the worship service through Zoom. You can sing, hear 
the sermon, take communion, and have discussion together. 

• This allows people to gather in small groups and worship in person, while 
limiting exposure to ~10 people. You will meet with this group throughout the 
summer, please do not switch groups without talking to a pastor-elder first. 

• Making Zoom a common factor between individual households and churches 
means everyone sings the same songs and hears the same message. We believe 
this strengthens our unity, vision, and momentum as a church. 

We know that our congregation has a wide variety of health-risks, needs, opinions, 
and precautions regarding COVID-19. Some are strict about social distancing or 
are working from home. Others have jobs that require interacting with a lot of 
people. For these reasons, we are offering house churches at different levels of 
caution: 

Zoom Only: I/My family does not want to meet, cannot meet due to 
being in a high-risk category, or have likely been exposed due my job 
or other community activities. I/we will attend church via Zoom. 

I am/We are very concerned: My family is quarantining and social 
distancing. I am/We are interested in attending a house church, but will 
wear a mask and maintain social distancing (6ft apart). 
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I am/We are moderately concerned: My family takes some precautions 
and social distancing. I am/We are interested in attending a house 
church that maintains some (but not strict) precautions. 

I am/We are taking little to no precautions: My family interacts with 
people, and I am/we are comfortable meeting without masks and 
possibly eating a meal together. 

The Sign-Up page also asks for volunteers to host house church. Our desire is to 
group people together based on their level of comfort and precaution. We ask that 
everyone fill out an online form and select one of these options. On Sunday, June 
7th we will communicate who is assigned to which house church. 

3. Safety Considerations 

We want to emphasize: 
1. Our church is providing options, not pressuring you. Worshipping in a house 

church is not more holy, righteous, or cool than worshipping via Zoom. (Pastor 
Isaac Mahoney and his family will be Zoom only worshippers).  
Please take time to pray, research, and discuss before making a decision about 
Sunday morning worship. 

2. None of these options are “safe.” The only “safe” option for church is staying 
home and worshipping via Zoom. Each person (or family unit) interacts with 
their own circle of contacts. Meeting with  ~10 people every week means 
numerous social circles converging. Meeting as a house church allows 
believers to gather, but meeting with those same ~10 people every week 
reduces risk to the entire church body. There is still risk to your group of ~10 
people.  
  

3. COVID-19 spreads more quickly and easily than the flu. COVID-19 can 
incubate for up to 14 days, meaning you can spread the virus to others for up to 
two weeks before realizing it. If you are sick, or even suspect illness, please 
stay home.  
Most people who get COVID-19 are extremely ill for about 2 weeks but don’t 
require hospitalization. If you are At-Risk or concerned about being At-Risk, 
please stay home. (Here’s a page explaining who is considered At-Risk.)  
Even if you are not “At-Risk,” there are still reasons to take precautions. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/groups-at-higher-risk.html


7

COVID-19 has hospitalized (and sometimes killed) people who are young, 
healthy, and have no previous medical history. 

4. Take precautions. If you start meeting as a house church, consider the well-
being of others! 

1. Hosts, clean and disinfect before and after your house church meets. 
2. Everyone should wash hands, avoid touching, and distance the seating 

between people/family units. 
3. Arrange yourselves to sing towards the TV screen, rather than singing 

directly towards one another. 
4. We encourage you to wear masks, but only the “very concerned” group will 

be asked to wear them. Avoid touching your face, especially your mouth. 

Please take time to pray, research, and discuss before making a decision about 
Sunday morning worship. We love you all. We are in this together! 

Please sign-up and let us know how you’ll be participating in worship 
throughout this next phase! Link to sign-up here: Calvary Restoration House 
Church Sign-Up. 

If you’d like to discuss further details, please contact us: 

Jeff Jung: jung@thecalvary.org 
Isaac Mahoney: isaac@thecalvary.org

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmBAppn23gdM1nVEn0lX8iXeJxJYbz8OlDBUpyEKen-Wkb9w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmBAppn23gdM1nVEn0lX8iXeJxJYbz8OlDBUpyEKen-Wkb9w/viewform
mailto:jung@thecalvary.org

